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* Abstract*

The current study aims to identify the **effect of the network analysis
strategy** on the achievement and retention of fifth—grade preparatory
female students in the subject of the Holy Qur’an and Islamic Education.

The researcher adopted a **partially controlled experimental design**
based on two groups: an experimental group and a control group. The
two groups were equated in the following variables: chronological age
calculated in months: intelligence« previous year’s grades in the subject of
the Holy Qur’an and Islamic Educationc and parents’ educational

attainment.
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The research population consisted of all fifth—grade preparatory female
students in governmental daytime secondary and preparatory schools for
girls affiliated with the Baghdad |/ Al-Karkh First Directorate of Education.
A purposive sample of (78) students was selected. with (38) students in
the experimental group and (40) students in the control group.
The researcher formulated (164) behavioral objectives and prepared
instructional plansc which were presented to a panel of expert reviewers.
The research instrument was a **post-achievement test** consisting of
(60) items. including (51) multiple—choice items and (9) essay questions.
The researcher verified the validity and reliability of the test.
The following statistical methods were used: independent samples t-test.
chi-square (y?)« item difficulty and discrimination indices for both objective
and essay items: the effectiveness of distractors index: Kuder—Richardson
Formula 20 (KR-20). Cronbach’s alphac Cohen’s formula. and eta
squared to determine the effect size.
The results showed a statistically significant difference between the mean
scores of the experimental and control groups **in favor of the
experimental group**. indicating the effectiveness of the network analysis
strategy in improving students’ achievement and retention.
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