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Ashurbanipal’s Campaign against Egypt (668-627 BC)
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College of Archaeology, University of
Mosul,
Mosul, Iraq

Heba Hazem Al Nuaimi
College of Archaeology, University of
Mosul,

Mosul, Iraq

Abstract:

The Assyrian campaigns against Egypt during the reign of Ashurbanipal
(668627 BCE) represent one of the most significant military and political
interactions in the history of the ancient Near East. These campaigns were driven
not only by geographic expansion but also by ideological claims of divine right and
imperial legacy. Ashurbanipal, known as both a scholarly king and a gifted military
leader, sought to reinforce Assyrian dominance over the Nile Valley after years of
local revolts and Kushite influence. His inscriptions reveal a deeply rooted
perception of Egypt as an integral component of Assyrian hegemony. Through a
systematic analysis of these texts, this study aims to uncover the ideological
underpinnings, political motivations, and military strategies behind Ashurbanipal's
Egyptian campaigns.

Keywords: Assyrian campaigns, Ashurbanipal, Ancient Egypt, Imperial ideology,
Military strategies
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