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Arab methods of attracting guests and the etiquette of hospitality before
Islam
Assist lect. Murtadha Alaa Yousef
Prof Dr. Shaker Majeed Kazim
University of Basrah — College of Arts
Abstract
Generosity represented one of the most distinguished moral and social

values among the pre-Islamic Arabs. It was closely tied to an individual’s
reputation and social standing, becoming a measure of honor, nobility, and
virtuous character. More than a personal trait, generosity constituted a deeply
rooted social phenomenon that strengthened the bonds within the tribe and
elevated hospitality to the level of a cultural ritual in daily life .

To manifest their readiness for hospitality, the generous devised several
methods to attract guests. These included lighting fires on elevated places to
guide travelers, keeping dogs for protection and to alert them to the presence
of visitors, appointing a caller to invite passersby, and carefully selecting
suitable locations that would provide comfort and reassurance to guests. Such
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practices illustrate that generosity was not merely a casual habit, but rather a
central cultural value that shaped the very identity of the Arabs before Islam .
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