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US-Arab Relations: Syria and the Eisenhower Doctrine of 1957
(A Case Study )

Dr. Muhammad Yunus Abdullah
University of Maysan / College of Education

Abstract:

Arab-American relations between [955 and 1957 were marked by tension and
fluctuations, characterized by US attempts fo ftransform the Middle East info a
regional arena linked to NATO via the Turkish bridge through the project, and later
the Baghdad Pact in 1955. This was further complicated by the rise of local
communist influence in the latter half of the 1950s, and the shift of Syria and Egypt
to the left and eastward towards the Soviets between [955 and [957, a principle
rejected by both countries. Gamal Abdel Nasser considered the Eisenhower
Doctrine a new form of American colonialism aimed at filling the vacuum left by the
Tripartite Aggression and aftempting to quickly isolate Western influence at the
expense of Arab freedom. Egypt led an Arab opposition front, warning that its
disappearance would fragment Arab solidarity and bring about Western hegemony.
Syria also rejected it.

With both countries rejecting the Eisenhower Doctrine, the United States began
pushing Syria'’s neighbors, including Iraqg and Turkey, to threaten it, which caused
Arab divisions. The Doctrine stipulated military intervention fo preserve the
independence and sovereignty of Middle Eastern states against any aggression from
countries allied with the Soviet Union, in addition to providing military and economic
aid to countries in the region fo help them counter communism. The Syrian
government's response to Eisenhower refjected the idea of a 'vacuum' and any

American military intervention in the region, denying the existence of any communist
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threat and emphasizing that maintaining security and peace in the Middle East was

solely the responsibility of the region's peoples.
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