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The neoconservatives' efforts to obtain authorization from the US
Congress to wage war on Iraq and the stance of the American

political opposition in 2002

Hamza Hussein Qasim
Prof. Dr. Imad Mukallaf Asal Al-Badran

University of Basrah, College of Education for Human Sciences, Department

of History.
Abstract

The period following the September 11, 2001 attacks marked a turning point
in US policy towards Iraq, The administration of President George W. Bush, heavily
influenced by neoconservative ideology, led an intensive political and diplomatic
campaign to mobilize American public opinion and legislative support for the
occupation of Iraq. This trend was embodied in the submission of the Authorization
for Use of Military Force (H.J.Res.114)to Congress in September 2002. This
endeavor faced strong domestic opposition that questioned the US administration's
claims that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction and had ties to al-Qaeda,
and warned of serious strategic consequences. This controversy led to intensive
discussions in Congress that ended with the passage of the war authorization,

paving the way for the American occupation of Iraq in 2003.

Keywords: Neoconservatives, Republicans, Democrats, Realists, the political left.
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