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The Impact of Digital Verification Initiatives on Enhancing Public Awareness of
Disinformation Risks: A Case Study of the (Tech for Peace) Facebook Page
from June 29, 2025, to September 20, 2025

Abbas Abdul Hussein Salem
Abstract

This study investigates the role of the Tech for Peace initiative as the first Iraqi

experience specialized in monitoring fabricated news and debunking rumors aimed
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at misleading public opinion and destabilizing security, politics, and social order. The
research is grounded in the assumption that the growing use of social media
platforms contributes to amplifying the phenomenon of rumors, transforming them
into an effective tool for generating disorder and reshaping collective awareness on
non—objective grounds. The researcher adopted the descriptive—analytical method,
employing both participant observation and qualitative—quantitative content analysis.
A research sample comprising 570 posts published on the Tech 4 Peace Facebook
page between January 29, 2025, and September 20, 2025, was analyzed through
content—-analysis grids structured around predefined categories. The findings
indicate that the initiative functions as a pivotal actor in raising public awareness
and safeguarding audiences against disinformation campaigns. Most rumors were
politically oriented, designed to incite fear and hatred, and disseminated by public or
anonymous pages—underscoring the necessity of specialized fact—checking

platforms to strengthen informational and societal security.

Keywords: Digital Fact—-Checking, Public Awareness, Media Disinformation, Tech

for Peace, Facebook
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