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The founding and development of the American newspaper The New York

Times until the end of the Second Gulf War (1851-1991).

M.M. Murtadha Muhammad Shamkhi
A.D. Furat Abdul Hassan Kazem
University of Basra / College of Education for Humanities / Department of

History

Abstract:

This research examines the origins of The New York Times and its institutional and
editorial vision from the mid—19th century until the end of 1991. As one of the most
prominent and influential journalistic institutions in the United States, it has shaped
public opinion and political decision—-making. From its founding in 1851 by Henry
Jarvis Raymond and George Jones, the newspaper sought to establish an editorial
approach based on moderation, professionalism, and independence from sharp
political divisions. This contributed to building its early reputation as a serious
newspaper committed to delivering accurate and objective news. Over the decades,
the newspaper kept pace with major political and economic transformations, from
the two World Wars through the Cold War and the international shifts of the late
1980s and early 1990s. Its technological infrastructure and editorial methods
evolved, and its role in investigative journalism and setting the media agenda
became prominent, making it an influential player in public debates on American
foreign policy and the international order. Its institutional expansion and adherence
to rigorous editorial standards further solidified its position as a trusted news source
both nationally and internationally.

Keywords: Newspaper, The New York Times, Henry Jarvis Raymond, News.
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