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Abstract

This research provides a comprehensive historical analysis of the establishment of the Albanian state
between 1912 and 1913, contextualized within the decline of the Ottoman Empire and the
geopolitical dynamics of the Great Powers. The study argues that the birth of Albania was not merely

187


tel:1912-1913

Bilad Alrafidain Journal of Humanities and Social Science Vol. 8, No. 2 ISSN: 2788-6026
Doi: 10.54720/bajhss/2026.080218 Pages: 187-202

the culmination of Its national awakening movement, but rather a complex diplomatic settlement
orchestrated primarily to manage the escalating crisis of the First Balkan War. It meticulously
examines the conflicting Interests at play: the expansionist aspirations of Serbia, Greece, and
Montenegro, which sought to partition the Albanian lands, versus the strategic imperatives of
Austria-Hungary and Italy, who championed an Independent Albania as a buffer state to prevent
Serbian access to the Adriatic Sea and maintain the balance of power. The research traces the
trajectory from the Albanian revolts against the Young Turks, through the pivotal Declaration of
Independence in Vloré€, to the Intricate negotiations at the London Ambassador's Conference. The
study concludes that while the Great Powers' diplomacy successfully created an Internationally
recognized Albanian state and averted a wider European war in 1913, it did so by imposing artificial
borders that left nearly half of the Albanian nation outside the new state. This act of partition,
coupled with direct European intervention in appointing a foreign monarch, resulted in the birth of a
state with diminished sovereignty, whose immediate collapse into chaos and long-term instability,
particularly regarding the Kosovo Issue, became the enduring and tragic legacy of this diplomatic
compromise.

Keywords: Albanian State, Balkan Wars, London Ambassador's Conference, Great Powers, Eastern
Question, Albanian Nationalism, Austria-Hungary, Serbia, Kosovo, Wilhelm of Wied.
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