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The Visit of U.S. President Richard Nixon to the People's Republic of
China in 1972 and the Impact of the 1972 Shanghai Communiqué on
Taiwan

Assist Lect. Zahraa Abbas Fadhel
Assist Prof Dr. Kawthar Ghadban A.
University of Basrah — College of Education for Women

Abstract
When US President Richard Nixon announced his visit to the People's

Republic of China in February 1972, the Taiwanese government was
surprised by this news and was upset because Nixon was the main ally and
primary supporter of the Taiwanese government. He believed that any
agreement reached by the US administration with the People's Republic of
China regarding Taiwan might harm the latter's interests, perhaps represented
by the US military presence on the island and the cessation of its recognition
of the Taiwanese government. This prompted Nixon to send a letter to
Taiwanese President Chiang Kai-shek containing assurances that no change
would occur that would harm Taiwan's interests and security. This visit
actually resulted in the issuance of the Shanghai Communique, which
included decisions by the United States

regarding the fate of Taiwan, the most important of which was the
recognition of Taiwan as part of China, meaning that there is only one China,
the People's

Republic of China. This provoked strong reactions from the Taiwanese
government, in addition to the US pledge to reduce its military forces from
the island, which meant that the US administration was making decisions
regarding the fate of Taiwan without consulting it or taking its opinion .
Keywords: President Richard Nixon's visit to the People's Republic of China,
the Taiwanese government's position on that visit, the Taiwanese
government's reaction to the issuance of the Shanghai Communique, the
aftermath of the Shanghai Communique On Shanghai .
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