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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of social media platforms on the follow-up
of political programs from the perspective of academics and media professionals. It
examines the factors influencing public interest in digital political content, such as
age group, hours of usage, news dissemination speed, and education level. The
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study also highlights differences in the level of trust in political content between
academics and media professionals, as well as the influence of social media on
shaping political public opinion. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach, designing a questionnaire to collect data on viewing habits of political
programs via social media platforms. It was applied to a random sample of 300
participants, including academics and media professionals in Iraq. The data was
analyzed using ANOVA, Pearson correlation, and T-tests to determine the
relationships between different variables and measure their statistical significance.
The study yielded several key findings, most notably that age group significantly
affects the level of political program follow-up, with older age groups showing
greater interest in political programs compared to younger ones. The results also
revealed a strong correlation between the number of hours spent on social
media and the level of interest in political content, indicating that increased
usage of these platforms enhances engagement with political programs.
Furthermore, academics demonstrated a higher level of trust in political content
compared to media professionals, reflecting differences in critical perspectives
on the information circulated through these platforms. The study recommended the
enhancement of verification standards for political content on social media by
encouraging media institutions to publish reliable and accurate content. It also
emphasized the importance of raising public awareness about the risks of
misinformation and strengthening users’ critical thinking skills, particularly
among younger demographics, to ensure more informed consumption of digital
political content. Additionally, the study recommended the strengthening of
partnerships between media institutions and social media platforms to ensure
the dissemination of accurate political information to the public, contributing to an
overall increase in political awareness within society.

Keywords: Social Media Platforms, Political Programs, Iraq
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