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The Verses of "Dukhiir" (Humiliation and Submission) in the

Holy Qur’an — A Thematic Study

Prof. Dr. Taha Sebti Ibrahim
Center for the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage/ University of Baghdad
Abstract:

The Holy Qur’an contains numerous descriptions of various creatures.
Among these descriptions is the term dakhiir, which refers to yielding and
submitting to the command of Allah Almighty with humility and disgrace.
Allah, Glorified and Exalted, describes all of His creation in the Qur’an as
prostrating to Him, including their shadows, and all are humble and
obedient before Him. The Qur’an also informs us that people will be driven
from their graves to the land of reckoning in humiliation, disgrace, and
brokenness, as well as during their journey to their final destination—either
Paradise or Hell.

The term dakhiir is mentioned in four Qur’anic verses. One of these verses
describes the condition of creatures in this world, stating that they prostrate
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to Allah along with their shadows in the mornings and evenings while being
in a state of dakhiur. The other three verses refer to the Hereafter:
The first of these mentions all people coming to judgment, humbled and
submissive.
The second describes the condition of resurrection for those who denied the
afterlife—they will be resurrected in disgrace and humiliation.
The third portrays the arrogant, those who refused to worship Allah,
entering Hell in a state of dakhiir—that is, humiliated and degraded.
Section One explains the meaning of dakhiir and its occurrences in the
Qur’an.
Section Two is titled: The Prostration of Things and Their Shadows to
Allah While in a State of Humility.
Section Three: The Resurrection of Creation on the Day of Judgment in a
State of Humiliation.
Section Four (the final section) is titled: The Arrogant Entering Hell in a
State of Humiliation.
The research concludes with a summary that outlines the findings of the
study.
Key words : verses, humilation, arrogance
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Conclusion:
The research yielded several findings, the most notable of which are:
1- There are four verses regarding prostration; three of them speak of
prostration on the Day of Resurrection, and one speaks of the prostration of
all creatures before God Almighty in this world while they are still alive.
The reason for this is that the scenes of the Hereafter are clearer and have
more profound impact on the soul.
2- The term “dakhtir” appears in two forms: the first is “dakhirin,” which
denotes a state, and the second is “wa-hum dakhiriin, wa-antum dakhirtn,”
which also denotes a state; but it is more emphatic than “daakhirin,” as “wa-
hum daakhiroon, wa-antum daakhiroon” is a nominal sentence indicating
permanence and continuity. This is the state of Allah’s creatures and their
shadows—the perpetual prostration before Him in humility and
submission—and likewise the state of those who deny the Resurrection on
the Day of Judgment, which is one of constant humiliation and disgrace.
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3- All people will come on the Day of Resurrection for reckoning and
recompense in a state of humiliation, but the believers, the people of
Paradise, will come with dignity and honor, whereas the people of the Fire
will come in a state of submission and lowliness. The reason for this is their
arrogance in this world regarding the worship of Allah, so their recompense
is of the same nature as their deeds.

4- “Dukhur” is more general and comprehensive than “saghar,” for every
instance of “saghar” is a form of “dukhur,” but not the reverse. Furthermore,
“saghar” specifically implies humiliation and disgrace, whereas “dukhur”
does not necessarily entail that.

5- The difference between “dukhur” and ‘“humiliation™ is that the term
“dukhur” appears in the Noble Qur’an as a description of creatures in this
world to Allah, the Exalted, and of all people on the Day of Resurrection to
Allah, the Exalted, alone; thus, it is specific to Him, Glorified be He. As for
“humiliation,” it appears in the Noble Qur’an as a description of servants
only—either for praise or for censure.
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