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Summary

The Alid revolts constitute one of the most prominent manifestations of political
opposition in Islamic history, as they represented a direct reaction to the
Umayyad state, which was accused of usurping the right of the Prophet’s
Household (Ahl al-Bayt) to the caliphate and excluding them from positions of
influence. The years between 121-127 AH witnessed the peak of this
revolutionary movement — whether in the Hijaz, Iraq, or Khurasan — as the Alids
and their supporters rose in rebellion seeking justice and the removal of
oppression. These uprisings became among the critical factors that weakened the

prestige of Umayyad rule and paved the way for its eventual downfall.

Among the historical sources that documented these events with an analytical
narrative spirit is Murij al-Dhahab wa-Ma‘adin al-Jawhar by al-Mas‘udi. It is
one of the earliest historical accounts to transmit the details of these revolts while
linking their doctrinal and political motives with their practical outcomes. Al-
Mas‘udi’s narrative is distinguished by its comprehensive presentation of the

names of leaders, the trajectories of the battles, and the reactions of the
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authorities, alongside his comparison between the various Alid factions and the

divergence in their methodological aims.

This study aims to analyze the portrayal of the Alid revolts against the Umayyads
in al-Mas‘ud1’s account during the period 121-127 AH, by tracing his method in
narration and critique, examining the accuracy of his reports in comparison with
contemporary sources, and uncovering the impact of these uprisings on shaping
the historical trajectory that led to the end of the Umayyad state. The research is
grounded in critical textual analysis and employs historical comparison in order to
arrive at a documented and scholarly reading of al-Mas‘adi’s narrative of that

period.
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