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- Abstract

;: The present study, entitled “The Voice of Fatimah al-Zahra (peace be
- upon her) between the Silence of Orientalism and the Echo of Grievance:
);, A Contemporary Reading of Authority and Meaning,” seeks to analyze
= the ways in which Orientalist scholarship has approached the sacred per—
3‘ sonality of Fatimah al-Zahra (peace be upon her). It offers a critical ex—
- amination of Orientalist methodologies, assumptions, and conceptual
-— frameworks, with particular attention to the methodological foundations

adopted in the study of both male and female religious figures.

A significant current within Orientalist studies is characterized by critical
skepticism, bias, and selectivity; in some instances, this tendency extends
to overtly adversarial positions or direct targeting of Islamic symbols—
especially those considered sacred. Against this backdrop, the research
situates itself within the tension between such at times extreme or ideo—
logically driven approaches and the original contexts of Islamic discourse
concerning central religious figures such as al-Siddiqah al-Zahra (peace
be upon her).

The study further focuses on mechanisms of misrepresentation, mar—
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ginalization, epistemic exclusion, and symbolic framing that have con-
tributed to the reduction of Fatimah al-Zahra’s political, religious, social,
and dialogical roles. These roles have frequently been confined to purely
emotional or symbolic narratives, thereby overlooking her active and
substantive engagement in the formative period of Islamic history.

At the same time, the researcher seeks to do justice to contemporary re—
interpretations—both feminist and non—feminist—that reintroduce al-
Zahra (peace be upon her) as a voice of protest and an agent of resistance.

Such readings open new horizons for understanding her personality be— }
yond the constraints of pre-modern patriarchal discourse and conven- =
tional Orientalist paradigms. Particular attention is devoted to an analysis ;%,
of the Sermon of al-Zahra (peace be upon her) as a profound linguistic .
and philosophical discourse, one that articulates explicit political and so— Y-
cial claims and contributed to shaping key concepts within Shi‘i thought, q
including grievance (mazlumiyyah), justice, and guardianship (wilayah). 2
The study concludes by emphasizing the necessity of re-reading Fatimah >
al-Zahra (peace be upon her) as a religious, political, and historical agent. A
She should not be reduced to a passive “victim” or a merely “emotion— :
al symbol,” but recognized as a doctrinal, juristic, political, and spiritual ]
leader. Such a reassessment contributes to restoring the role of women in S
the intellectual and political formation of Islamic collective memory. :
Keywords: Orientalism; Fatimah al-Zahra; grievance (mazlumiyyah); >
protest discourse; critical methodologies; feminism; authority; symbolic -
representation. );,
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