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Abstract

This study concludes that electoral
behavior in Iraq constitutes a
complex phenomenon arising from
a multi-level interaction between
individual rationality and social and
political identities, in addition to the
influence of traditional structures
and economic and cultural factors.
The analysis demonstrates that
rationality in Iraqi electoral action
is distributed between instrumental
rationality, which is associated
with the pursuit of utility and
self-interest, and
value-oriented rationality, which

immediate

is grounded in commitment to
affiliations and principles. At the
same time, traditional and affective
action continues to exert a clear
influence on voters’ decisions in
many regions. Consequently, Iraqi
electoral behavior represents a
hybrid pattern combining individual
and collective motivations, as
well as material, symbolic, and

value-based considerations.

The study further shows that
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awareness and the capacity to
independently evaluate political
performance. This reflects the
beginning of a gradual shift
in patterns of electoral action,
although it remains limited in scope
due to the continued influence of
traditional, tribal, and sectarian
structures. Accordingly, the
study argues that efforts aimed at
enhancing rationality in electoral
behavior must take into account
the complex social and political
structure, and should focus on
promoting a culture of conscious
participation,
institutions, and presenting clear

strengthening

political programs, with particular
emphasis on civic and political
.education and electoral awareness

Keywords:rationality, electoral
behavior, ideal model.

Max Weber’s ideal-type model
provides a powerful analytical
tool for understanding these
diverse patterns, as it allows for a
distinction between action in its
pure theoretical form and action as
it occurs in empirical reality. It also
helps to identify how instrumental
rationality interacts with values,
identities, and social customs in
shaping electoral decision-making.
Through this linkage between the
ideal-type model and electoral
behavior, the study demonstrates
that Weberian thought is capable of
offering a coherent interpretation
of rationality within a complex
context such as Iragq. However,
it also requires complementary
analytical support that integrates
identity-based, social, political,
economic, and external factors
in order to present a more
comprehensive and realistic picture.

Moreover, the study reveals
that recent social and political
transformations, including the
popular protests witnessed in
have generated a ,Y+)A Iraq since
tendency among certain segments
of youth toward a form of critical
rationality characterized by
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