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Abstract:
The research presents a comparative study of the similarities and
differences between Buddhism in both Burma and Japan. Given that
Buddhism is a man-made philosophical religion, it has adopted a
distinct local character in each country. In Burma, it is characterized
by an adherence to ancient traditions and a close daily integration into
the lives of the population. In Japan, however, it is marked by sectarian
pluralism and hybridization with national beliefs.
Despite these differences, there is a fundamental core similarity between
the two countries. This is manifested in the spiritual objective of seeking
liberation from suffering, a belief in the role of reincarnation, and a
reliance on meditation as a means of spiritual purification. This is further
complemented by the presence of monasticism, the use of shared
symbols, and the celebration of similar religious occasions.
Clear distinctions also exist, stemming from the dominant school of
thought and the historical development of each nation. We emphasize
that religious practices are not static; rather, they are shaped by the
historical and cultural contexts in which they emerged.
Keywords: Buddhism, Burma, religious pluralism, hybridization.
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