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Abstract:

This article examines the targeting of the Ku Klux Klan by the COINTELPRO
program as a salient manifestation of U.S. domestic security policy during the 1960s,
a decade marked by escalating racial violence and the expansion of the civil rights
movement in the southern states. It begins by tracing the historical roots of the Ku
Klux Klan and its transformation from a limited social association into a semi-
militarized racist organization that carried out organized terror against African
Americans and advocates of racial equality, benefiting in its early phases from local
complicity and institutional silence.

The study demonstrates that the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s initial
approach to the organization was characterized by hesitation and passive neutrality.
This posture shifted following pivotal events—most notably the murders associated
with the 1964 “Freedom Summer”—which prompted the Bureau to adopt a more
interventionist stance by bringing the Ku Klux Klan within the scope of
COINTELPRO. In this framework, the FBI employed a range of covert methods,
including organizational penetration, the recruitment of informants, the dissemination
of rumors, the use of anonymous letters and satirical propaganda, as well as financial
and administrative measures—such as tax investigations—aimed at dismantling the
organization’s internal structure and undermining its capacity for continuity.

The article further reveals that COINTELPRO’s campaign against the Ku Klux
Klan extended beyond conventional intelligence activities to encompass structural
deception, including the creation of fictitious organizations and the exploitation of
internal divisions, culminating in clandestine field operations that raised profound
legal and ethical concerns. It concludes that this campaign represents a clear example
of the “preventive dismantling” strategies adopted by the American state in
confronting internal threats; while effective in weakening the organization, these
measures simultaneously exposed the constitutional limits and inherent tensions of
covert security practices within a democratic system.

The article concludes with a closing section that synthesizes the findings,
supported by precise documentary references and a comprehensive bibliography of
the sources upon which the study is based.
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