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Abstract
This study examines the legal framework regulating subscription to the Voluntary Pension
Scheme in Irag pursuant to the provisions of Pension and Social Security Law for Workers
No. 18 of 2023. It analyzes the substantive and procedural conditions governing accession to
this scheme, with a view to assessing the extent to which such conditions are consistent with
the underlying philosophy of social security, which seeks to expand the scope of protection
to include workers in the informal sector and self-employed persons, while preserving the
financial and administrative sustainability of the fund.
The study addresses the substantive requirements, namely nationality, age limits (both

minimum and maximum), medical fitness, and the prohibition on combining Social
Protection Network allowances with voluntary insurance coverage. It further examines the
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procedural requirements, including the submission of the application electronically, the
determination of the income category for contribution purposes, and the mechanism for
reviewing and deciding upon the application.

The study concludes that the Iraqgi legislator has established a regulatory framework aimed at
striking a balance between social considerations and financial sustainability. However,
practical implementation has revealed certain legal and administrative challenges that call for
legislative and regulatory review in order to enhance the effectiveness, flexibility, and
fairness of the voluntary pension scheme.

Keywords: Social security — Voluntary retirement — Income bracket — Social safety net —
Digital transformation
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