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Treason in Nahj al-Balaghah
An Analytical Study

The researcher :Raham Kadem Haddawi Dr. Fadheela Saleh Aasi Al-Asadi
College of Education for Women / University of Kufa

Abstract:
Treason is considered one of the most dangerous social and moral diseases that threaten the
cohesion and stability of society. Throughout history, it has been closely associated with the
disruption of societies and the disintegration of relations among groups. It is not confined to a
specific domain; rather, it appears in multiple forms encompassing religious, political, social,
and economic spheres. Its danger lies in its often concealed nature, as it is frequently disguised
as loyalty and sincerity, while in reality it conceals the violation of trust and covenant, as well
as harm to others.
This research addresses the phenomenon of treason as one of the most significant issues dealt
with by Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in Nahj al-Balaghah, and examines its impact on the
fragmentation and weakening of social relations. Imam Ali (a) regarded treason as a trait that
undermines the sound structure of society and disrupts its system of moral values. In Nahj al-
Balaghah, treason is manifested as a breach of covenant and a violation of trust, whether on
the religious, social, or political level. It includes all forms of harm to public or private interests
and the infringement of rights.
This study aims to clarify the concept of treason and its various forms, as well as to analyze
its effects in weakening the social fabric. The researcher adopted the analytical method by
tracing relevant texts in Nahj al-Balaghah and examining their social and intellectual
implications. The study further demonstrates that treason leads to several negative
consequences in society, including the disintegration of social bonds, the erosion of trust, and
the spread of social tension, all of which threaten the continuity and stability of society—thus
highlighting the importance of this research.
Accordingly, the study is entitled (Treason in Nahj al-Balaghah) and is divided into two
sections. The first section, titled The Concept of Treason and Its Forms, sheds light on its
linguistic and terminological meanings while explaining its various manifestations. The
second section, titled Imam Ali’s (peace be upon him) Perspectives on Treason in Nah;j al-
Balaghah, presents the main findings of the study.
The researcher relied on several sources and references, including Nahj al-Balaghah by Imam
Ali (peace be upon him), compiled by Al-Sharif Al-Radi (d. 406 AH/ 1016 AD), Sharh Nah;j
al-Balaghah by Ibn Abi al-Hadid (d. 656 AH / 1258 AD), Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah by Ibn
Maytham al-Bahrani (d. 636 AH / 1238 AD), and Mizan al-Hikmah by Reyshahri, among
others listed in the bibliography.
All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.
Keywords:
(Treason — Nahj al-Balaghah)
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