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Abstract
This study sought to examine the patterns of titling in selected novels by
Rasm Al-Hadithi by tracing the symbolic transformations that occur when
the title shifts from a merely referential function to an interpretive horizon.
The study concluded that Al-Hadithi employs the title as a strategy of
guidance and suspense. In the novel *Autumn of the East*, autumn shifts
from a temporal indicator to a symbolic sign referring to civilizational and
political decline. In *A Cloud of Hopes*, the title functions as a bridge
between a bitter reality and the realm of dreams, granting hope a semiotic
dimension that confronts death. As for *The Ordeal of the Locusts* and
*The Ordeal of Lulu*, the mechanism of semantic paradox becomes
evident; in the first, the ordeal is linked to meanings of collective and
material devastation, while in the second it turns toward representing a
state of existential silence and psychological alienation.
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