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Political developments in Mali up to independence 1960
Asst. Teacher. Rasha Hussein Ali
Ministry of Education - Dhi Qar Education Directorate

abstract

Mali has undergone numerous political developments that have shaped its path to
independence. This region was part of the Malian Empire, which flourished in the Middle
Ages, with Timbuktu serving as a major commercial and cultural center. Over time, Mali
came under the control of various African empires, such as the Ghana and Songhai empires,
but later fell under French colonial rule in the late 19th century.

Mali became part of French West Africa, where a colonial system focused on exploiting the
region's natural resources was implemented. French authorities imposed economic and
political policies designed to consolidate their control and prevented local populations from
participating in governance. However, political movements advocating for national liberation
and independence gradually emerged.
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Following World War 11, the demand for independence intensified across Africa, and Mali
experienced a surge in political activism. The African Democratic Rally (RDA) party in Mali
spearheaded the political movement for independence under prominent figures such as
Modibo Keita. The party became a powerful force, employing peaceful methods and
negotiations to press for independence. In 1959, Mali merged with Senegal to form the Malian
Federation as a step towards full independence. However, the federation quickly collapsed due
to political disagreements between the two countries. On September 22, 1960, Mali finally
gained full independence from France, becoming the Republic of Mali, with Modibo Keita as
its first president. He adopted socialist policies and sought to build an independent economy
that would liberate Mali from its former colonial domination.

Keywords: (colonialism, Mali, Africa, French, independence)
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