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Abstract:This study examines the aesthetics of rebellion in
contemporary Afro—American painting through an analysis of
Kehinde Wiley’s practice as an applied case for reconfiguring
pictorial representation and redistributing symbols of visibility and
status within the painting. The research adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach and relies on a set of theoretical indicators
as an operational framework for visual reading. The research
corpus encompasses Wiley’s artistic production from 2005 to
2020 within the geographic context of the United States, and a
purposive sample of three artworks was selected for analysis.
The findings highlight several recurring features: the reactivation
of inherited pictorial templates in varied forms; shifts in the locus
of visual prominence in relation to the figure—ground dynamic; a
sustained tension between the protocols of official portraiture and
everyday contemporary references; and the functional role of
décor and background as meaning—producing structures rather
than mere ornament. Comparative reading also enables an

approach to deconstructing Western centrality when signs of
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redistributing notions of heroism, elevation, and recognition
emerge from within an officially sanctioned Western visual
format. The study concludes that, within its stated scope, the
aesthetics of rebellion can be understood as observable,
structural mechanisms operating within the painted image.
Keywords: Aesthetics of Rebellion; Visual Representation;
Symbols of Visibility and Status; Deconstructing Western
Centrality; Kehinde Wiley.
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