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Abstract:

The current research aimed to identify: 1. Selective mutism in
kindergarten children. 2. Overprotection in kindergarten children. 3. The
correlation between selective mutism and overprotection in kindergarten
children. The researchers adopted a descriptive/correlational approach in
their current study. The research sample consisted of 450 respondents, 225
males and 225 females. To achieve the objectives of the current research,
the researchers adopted the Selective Mutism Scale by Frankfurt (2018).
They also developed an overprotection scale based on the model of Young
et al.'s overprotection chart (2006), and reviewed other studies. The scale
consists of Y&¢tems. After statistically processing the data, the following
results were obtained: The children in the current research sample, aged 4,
Syears, exhibited selective mutism in kindergarten and at home, but not in
public settings. The study found that kindergarten children suffer from
overprotection, and the results also showed a statistically significant
correlation between selective mutism and overprotection in kindergarten
children. The researchers then presented a number of conclusions,

recommendations, and suggestions.
Keywords: Selective mutism, overprotection, kindergarten children.
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