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The Change of Fatwas in Response to Changing Times in the Age of Artificial
Intelligence: Usiili Parameters and Shari’ah Concerns

Dr.Sabaa Mohammed Ali Yousif
Abstract

The principle of “changing fatwas due to changing times” does not, in reality, stem
from any change in the ruling of Shari‘ah itself, for the ruling is dependent upon its legal
evidence, which remains constant throughout the passage of ages and the succession of
eras and is not altered by changes in time or place. Rather, what occurs is a change in the
application of the ruling to a particular case, such that the case comes to fall under a
different Shari‘ah ruling due either to a change in the characteristics of the object being
ruled upon or to the emergence of circumstances that prevent the implementation and
application of the original ruling. This is in furtherance of the noble objectives of the
Shart ah.

Artificial intelligence is a means or tool; that is, it is not an entity possessing complete
independence and full consciousness. Rather, it operates according to embedded
algorithms and systems designed for it, and its functioning is based on simulation rather
than genuine autonomy. Consequently, it cannot serve as a substitute for the mujtahid, as
it remains incapable of comprehending the effective legal cause (manat al-hukm),
realizing the objectives of the Shari‘ah, considering the consequences of actions,
understanding the circumstances of the petitioner, and taking into account changes in time
and conditions. It is therefore an aid, not a replacement.
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