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Acculturation and Its Impact on Contemporary American Painting: Jean-
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The research entitled “Acculturation and Its Impact on Contemporary American
Painting: Jean-Michel Basquiat as a Case Study” examined the influences of
acculturation on American painting. The study adopted the American painter Jean-
Michel Basquiat as a model for analysis and was organized into four chapters.
Chapter One: Methodological Framework The first chapter presented the
methodological framework of the research, including the introduction and the
research problem, which was summarized in the following question:
“What effects of acculturation emerged in contemporary American painting,
particularly in the works of Jean-Michel Basquiat as a model for study?”
The objective of the study was:
“To 1dentify the effects of acculturation in contemporary American painting, with
the painter Jean-Michel Basquiat serving as a case study.”
The significance of the research lies in its focus on the issue of identity within
multicultural and multiethnic societies. Furthermore, the Iragi academic library
lacks such anthropological-artistic studies, in addition to the scarcity of sources
and information concerning American painting.
The study was limited to the works of Jean-Michel Basquiat produced in the
United States during the 1980s. The chapter concluded with definitions of the key
research terms.
Chapter Two: Theoretical Framework
The second chapter was devoted to the theoretical framework, addressing the
concept of acculturation from both intellectual and aesthetic perspectives.
Chapter Three: Research Procedures
The third chapter presented the research procedures, including the research
population, sample selection, and the analysis of sample works. The sample
consisted of three artworks selected purposively in a manner that would fulfill the
research objective and address its problem.
Chapter Four: Findings
The fourth chapter presented the most important findings reached through the
analysis of the selected artworks. Among the major findings were the following:
The influence of acculturation was clearly evident in Basquiat’s works through the
themes he addressed, particularly those related to the lives of African Americans
and his efforts to emphasize the concept of identity.
1. The artist incorporated words from multiple languages, including English and
Spanish, within the pictorial space of his artworks.
2. All of Basquiat’s works addressed issues of racial marginalization and cultural
conflict.
3. The artist explored the theme of jazz music, which is widely recognized as a
hybrid musical form combining European musical traditions with African rhythms.
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4. Basquiat integrated combinations of classical European forms with African
masks and representations of Black identity.

5. The artist frequently employed an abundance of symbols and scribbles in his
works; among these symbols were African and European rhythms that functioned
organically to construct the structure of the artwork.

6. Viewers often experience a sense of empathy and familiarity when engaging
with the artworks, particularly regarding the issue of Black identity in American
society.

7. Basquiat emphasized the presence of street culture as an aesthetic source parallel
to academic art.

8. The artist revived mythological symbols and presented them within a
contemporary aesthetic framework.

9. He succeeded in bringing together sacred and popular elements within a single
cultural identity despite the diversity of their sources.

Keywords: Interculturalism, Contemporary American Photography, Jean-Michel
Basquiat
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