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The political and economic dimensions of railway links between Iraq and

neighboring countries
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Keywor ds Abstract

This study examines the economic and political dimensions of railway connectivity
projects between Iraq and its neighboring countries, namely Iran, Turkey, and Kuwait,
and their role in enhancing regional integration. It demonstrates that railway
connectivity represents a strategic tool that contributes to reducing transportation costs,
increasing trade volume, and stimulating investment. The study also reviews major
regional projects and their impact on transforming Iraq into a logistical corridor linking
the Gulf to Europe. Furthermore, it highlights the significant political implications of
these projects, as they enhance regional influence while posing challenges to Iraqi
sovereignty. The study concludes that Iraq’s success depends on managing these
projects through a balanced approach that achieves economic development while
preserving political independence.

*M.M. Amna Basem Saadi
umniyah.b@cis.uobaghdad.edu.iq
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