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Abstract:  This study aims to demonstrate the criminal protection of the human right to
freedom of expression by analyzing constitutional texts and national legislation and
comparing them with international human rights standards, particularly the right to freedom
of expression. It also highlights the constitutional and legislative guarantees that allow
dialogue and prevent violations of this right, which embodies the spirit of the democratic
system. The study adopted a descriptive and analytical approach, in addition to a
comparative approach to assess the extent to which legal and political practice in Iraq
conforms to the constitutional texts, and a critical approach to highlight the gap between
texts and implementation. The study concluded that there is a clear legislative and executive
gap that restricts this right in practice. It also explores constitutional and political practices
related to freedom of expression. Furthermore, the absence of a law regulating freedom of

expression and peaceful demonstration weakens actual guarantees. The study recommended
the need to expedite the enactment of a law regulating freedom of expression in line with
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international standards, amend legislation that restricts freedoms, and activate constitutional
judicial oversight.

Keywords: Freedom of expression - criminal protection - lragi constitution - national
legislation - human rights.
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