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The Morphological Stages of the City of Tikrit
 

Abstract  Keywords  

 

   This research examines the morphologica; stages of Tikrit city and the factors driving 

its urban growth . It aims to trace the historical roots of the city's inception and analyze 

the stryctural transformations in its urban fabric across ten distinct chronological phases, 

spanning from its traditional origin up to the year 2026 .  

  The study utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach, a comparative analytical method 

to interpret the interaction between the physical characteristics of the site/situation and 

human forces (political, economic, and planning), as well as a historical method to track 

the city's evolution over time.  The findings reveal that Tikrit underwent a radical 

transformation from a compact, organic traditional fabric-constrained by city walls and 

natural defenses like the Tigris River-into a moderm geometric fabric guided by master 

plns and land transport networks. Furthermore, the research demonstrates that 

morphological expansion faced topographic constraints, suchas valleys (e.g., Wadi 

Shishin and Wadi Rumiyah) and gypsiferus soil, which pushed the city toward a linear 

and elongated growth pattem directed directed onto the westem plateau and the 
northwest.The study 

 Concludes that the contemporary phase (2024-2026) exhibits a trend toward urban 

rationaliztion,manifested in gated investment residential complexes and the integration 
of peripheries to minimize environmental costs and urban sprawl. 

The research recommends updating the structural master plan and developing ring roads 
to seamlessly sonnect the ancient city core with its modern extensions.  
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