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Abstract

The Meiji Era in Japan (1868-1912) represents one of the most
significant historical transformations in modern history, during which Japan
shifted from a closed feudal society into a modern state possessing

political, economic, and military power. This study aims to analyze the
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factors that led to the Fall of the Tokugawa Shogunate and the rise of the
Meiji regime, while examining the major reforms implemented during this
period and their long-term impact extending to the mid—twentieth century.
The study adopts the historical-analytical approach, supported by a
comparative perspective to explain the uniqueness of the Japanese
modernization experience within the broader context of global
modernization.

The study concludes that Western pressures and unequal treaties,
alongside internal political, economic, and social crises, played a decisive
role in weakening the Bakufu system and creating the conditions for the
restoration of imperial rule in 1868. It also demonstrates that the
Japanese elite realized early on that preserving Japan’s independence
could not be achieved through traditional military resistance, but rather
through a comprehensive modernization project that selectively adopted
Western knowledge while preserving Japanese cultural identity.

The study further explores the political, constitutional, administrative,
and military reforms of the Meiji era, including the abolition of feudalism,
the establishment of a centralized government, the promulgation of the
1889 Constitution, the creation of the Japanese Parliament, and the
modernization of the military according to European models. In addition, it
discusses the economic and social reforms that included industrial and
agricultural modernization, monetary reform, the abolition of the class
system, and the development of education as a cornerstone of state-
building.

The study demonstrates that the success of the Japanese
experience was rooted in the state’s ability to balance modernization with
the preservation of national identity, enabling Japan to emerge within a
few decades as a major international power. The study concludes that the

Meiji experience constitutes a distinctive historical model of successful
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modernization in non-Western societies due to its ability to reconcile
tradition with openness to modern Western civilization.

Keywords: Meiji Era, Modern Japanese State, Political and Military
Modernization, Economic Reforms, Education in Japan, Shogunate.
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Nloa
LAY G el rad) (glabe s gine (Y £)
(25) William G. Beasley, The Meiji Restoration, Op. Cit, p. 306
(26) Marius B. Jansen, The Making of Modern Japan, Op. Cit, p. 336-337
VA (88 a el jaaal ¢ ALl adaall cala e Cagss (YY)
(28) W. Scott Morton & J. Kenneth Olenik, Japan: Its History and Culture, 4th ed, Mc
Graw-Hill Companies, 2005, New York, p. 116.
AVAGa (Gl uadl ¢ duall sl olsle aile (Y4)
(30) William G. Beasley, The Meiji Restoration, p. 312
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(33) Albert M. Craig, OP. Cit, p. 310-315; .V 0+ ja ¢ bl jaadl caul) drs Gilie
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Conrad Totman, A History of Japan, OP. Cit, p. 370-375.
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Marius B. Jansen, The Making of Modern Japan, Op. Cit, p. 344-347.
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Conrad Totman, A History of Japan, OP. Cit, p. 351-354.
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Andrew Gordon, Op. Cit, p. 89-91.
€90 a ¢ bl jaadl (plals il g (£Y)
William. G. Beasley, The Rise of Modern Japan: Political, Economic and Social
Change since 1850, Weidenfeld & Nicolson: 1990, London, p.122-126.
(43) Takafusa Nakamura, The Postwar Japanese Economy: Its Development and
Structure, 1937-1994¢ 2nd ed, University of Tokyo Press, Tokyo, 1995, p.18-20.
O pa @bl juadl csls ulie Cagy (£€)
€91 0a (@bl jaadl (ldu Gl giia (£0)
Penelope Francks, Japanese Economic Development: Theory and Practice, Routledge,
London, 2003, p. 98-100.
Ve pa @il jaadl cals ile Gagsy (£7)
Kenneth B. Pyle, The Making of Modern Japan, 2nd ed, D.C. Heath and Company,
Lexington, 1996, p. 76-80.
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Y G cladl saad) gy s (£A)
VYA a bl aadl ¢ pslinly cpsal (£9)
Dore, R. P., Education in Tokugawa Japan, Routledge, 1965, London, pp. 1-15.
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Education in the Empire of Japan: In 1871 the Ministry of Education was established.

Elementary school was made compulsory from 1872. Duke, B. C., The History of
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Modern Japanese Education: Constructing the National School System, 1872-1890,
Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, 2009, p. 45-72.
€98 pa bl jaadl (plalu il g (0)
Preamble to the Fundamental Code of Education, 1872: "This ambitious plan divided
the country into eight university districts, each of which was divided into 32 middle-
school districts.” Passin, H., Society and Education in Japan, Teachers College Press,
Columbia University, New York, 1965, p. 209-211
CYEY = Yo pa cGiladl jaadl ¢ yeliy cusdl (oY)
Facts and Details, "History of Education in Japan': '"The 1872 School Ordinance
mandated a compulsory four-year elementary school system (expanded to six years in
1907) for all children." Jansen, M. B., The Making of Modern Japan, p. 464-467.
AT o el Haad) camll s Cilie (oY)
World History Commons: "This ambitious plan divided the country into eight university
districts, each of which was divided into 32 middle—school districts." Duke, B. C., The
History of Modern Japanese Education, p. 78—85
e e (@bl jaadl cala (ule gy (0€)
Passin, H., Society and Education in Japan, Teachers College Press, New York, 1965,
p. 68-71.
VA e (bl jaadl (g g6 (00)
Marius B. Jansen, The Making of Modern Japan, Op. Cit, p. 468-471.
YEX=YEY) (a e ladl Jaad) ¢ yslin 1) cusal (07)
Rutgers Meets Japan: "Murray and Tanaka were instrumental in developing the
Second National Plan for Education, as each had a huge role in merging Kaisei Gakko
and Igakko into the first 4-year university in Japan, now known as the University of
Tokyo." Duke, B. C., The History of Modern Japanese Education, p. 145-152.
A o oGl aaall camll 2eae Cilie (0V)
Ao a @) aad) (gles Gl (A)
YEY (bl aad) ¢ pslinly cpsal (04)
William. G. Beasle., The Rise of Modern Japan, St. Martin's Press, New York, 1990,
p. 97-104.
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(61) William. G. Beasley, The Meiji Restoration, Op. Cit, pp. 350-357.
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Duus, P., Party Rivalry and Political Change in Taisho Japan, Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1968, pp. 17-32.
(68) Duus, P., Op. Cit, p. 51-68.
AY A Gl jaadl ¢ jglidy cpsal (19)
A a ) aaall cgaall el ae (V)
232l ciupadl alaY) dssge ddsal) Aubid) Ao cBaall GLLI A oibnd) skl cule Cagsy (YY)
AV a VAAY Gl [dad salll ((AA)
Universal Manhood Suffrage Law: The law increased the electorate from 3,341,000 to
12,534,360., Gordon, A., A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the
Present, Oxford University Press, New York, 2003, p. 155-160
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AT a bl aaall ¢ yglaly Gusdl (V)
N2 Ga ) amall (il (V£)
() Al cAppel) A Losnsge egpm AnbL) Lyl b Blaally Rl old) ) e (Vo)
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(77)In Nish & Charles Duns, European studies on Japan, Tenterden, Kent, England,
faul Norbury Publications, 1979, PP. 150-151.
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