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Revolutionary and Humanistic Discourse in the Graffiti of Tahrir Tunnel
Dr. Hassan Mohsen Radhi
Institute of Fine Arts for Boys in Diwaniyah
Research Summary: This research, titled "Revolutionary and Humanistic
Discourse in the Graffiti of Tahrir Tunnel," examines the nature of revolutionary
discourse in visual art, particularly graffiti murals, and the messages of protest,
revolution, and demands they convey to society in general. The research is
divided into four chapters. The first chapter introduces the research and its
central problem, summarized in the following question: "What messages did the
young protesters intend to send through their graffiti murals on the walls of
Tahrir Tunnel and the surrounding squares?" This was the research's objective:
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to uncover the revolutionary and humanitarian messages in the graffiti of Tahrir
Tunnel. The importance of this research stems from its fieldwork approach,
studying an artistic phenomenon that exists in reality and has influenced and
been influenced by the Iragi street through the emotional interaction between
artists and the young protesters. The research focuses on studying the graffiti
murals executed on the walls using various materials. The second chapter was
defined by the theoretical framework of the research, exploring the concept of
revolution in art, particularly in graffiti art. The third chapter was dedicated to
the research procedures and its target audience, as well as the selection and
analysis of the sample according to the descriptive analytical method adopted by
the research. The research sample included three examples of graffiti artworks
on the walls of the Liberation Tunnel, which were then analyzed to arrive at
results that answered the research question and achieved its objective. The
fourth chapter presented the research results and conclusions. Among the most
important findings were: the graffiti artworks executed on the walls of the
Liberation Tunnel in Baghdad carried clear humanitarian messages in both form
and content, represented by providing aid and healthcare to the injured despite
the clashes and violence at that time. 1- Women played a prominent role in
participating with their brothers in relief and first aid efforts in all
circumstances. 2- The revolutionary and patriotic spirit was present in all the
artworks. 3- The artists drew the viewer's attention to the significant role played
by the tuk-tuk in transporting the injured and rescuing the wounded,
symbolizing it as a guardian. 4- Drawing inspiration from Iraq's cultural heritage
and linking the past with the present to affirm the artist's national identity. 5-
Emphasizing the idea of national unity among the people of Iraq. 6- The works
were mostly simple and minimalist, emphasizing the power of expression and
simplicity of execution. 7- Focusing on the idea of patriotism and national
belonging by using national symbols with local identity, such as traditional dress
and the Iraqi flag. Emphasizing the idea of peaceful protest and the rejection of
violence. The research concludes with a list of sources and abstracts.

Keywords: Graffiti, Baghdad, Liberation, Art
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