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The Aesthetics of Figurative Language in Ibn Hujjah al-Hamawi's
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— A Critical Study -
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Abstract
The figurative image in Ibn Hujjah al-Hamawi's book, "Khizanat al-Adab
wa Ghayat al-Arab," is considered one of the most prominent artistic
means that Ibn Hujjah relied upon in shaping his literary discourse and
highlighting its aesthetic and semantic dimensions. The focus was on the
most important types of figurative image, namely simile, metaphor, and
metonymy, due to their prominent presence in the texts included in the
book. The study revealed the diversity and richness of these images, as
the author employed simile to bring meanings closer and clarify them by
linking sensory and abstract elements, while metaphor came to give the
texts a deep suggestive dimension that reveals the ability of language to
transcend its direct meaning to broader semantic horizons. As for
metonymy, it contributed to the indirect expression of meanings, which
gave the text a rhetorical dimension. It is clear from the above that the
figurative image was not merely linguistic embellishment, but played an
active role in building meaning and deepening the meaning, in addition to

its contribution to achieving the aesthetic effect on the recipient.
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