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Abstract

This research addresses the problem of Representations of
Reality in Contemporary Arab Art: From Reflection to Critical
Accountability, examining it as a critical issue situated between
self-reflection and art criticism. The study investigates how the
absence or weakness of reflective artistic practice and
institutional critical discourse contributes to the formation of

aesthetic decline and undermines the coherence of visual
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meaning in contemporary Arab artistic production. The research
is structured into four main chapters, each contributing to the
analysis of this central problem.

Chapter One presents the methodological framework of the
study, including the research problem, questions, objectives,
significance, boundaries, key terms, methodology, and data-
collection tools. Chapter Two develops the theoretical framework
by addressing the concept of decline from a philosophical and
aesthetic perspective, alongside a systematic review of previous
studies and a discussion of their research gaps. Chapter Three
outlines the practical procedures of the research through a
descriptive—analytical study of a selected artistic sample
consisting of four contemporary Arab and Iraqgi artists, based on
visual examination and content analysis. Chapter Four presents
and interprets the findings in relation to the research objectives
and proposes recommendations and directions for future
research.

The study concludes that the intellectual nature of decline in
contemporary Arab art represents a complex crisis emerging from
the imbalance between self-reflection and critical engagement.
This crisis is manifested in the absence of philosophical vision,

weakened aesthetic awareness, the dominance of formalistic
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practices, and the erosion of institutional art criticism. The
analysis further demonstrates that artists who possess a clear
intellectual project grounded in reflective practice and supported
by critical awareness are capable of producing meaningful and
coherent artworks that resist superficiality and aesthetic
stagnation. Accordingly, the study recommends strengthening
Arab art—critical institutions, integrating aesthetic philosophy into
art-education curricula, and enhancing intellectual and
institutional support for artists in order to establish a
contemporary Arab aesthetic discourse capable of confronting

decline and restoring depth and meaning to artistic production.

Keywords
ntellectual decline, Contemporary Arab art, Self-reflection,
Intellectual decli Cont Arab art, Self-reflecti Art

criticism, Aesthetic awareness, Visual identity).
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