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Abstract
This study examines Franco—British relations in Japan between 1864 and
1866 and analyzes how cooperation and rivalry between the two
European powers influenced Japan’s political and military developments
prior to the Meiji Restoration. It highlights the diplomatic roles of Léon
Roches and Harry Smith Parkes during the Shimonoseki crisis and the
Chashu campaigns, emphasizing the contrast between French support for
the Tokugawa shogunate and the more pragmatic British approach. The
study concludes that British flexibility enabled stronger post-1868
influence, while France’s rigid alignment with the shogunate limited its
long—term strategic position in Japan.
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