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Abstract

This study examines the impact of feminist thought on Qur’anic studies by
tracing the intellectual roots of feminism as a concept and its transition from its
Western birthplace—where it initially emerged as a rights-based movement—
into the Islamic context as an interpretive project proposing a feminist
epistemological framework. The study explores the efforts of this trend to
deconstruct the inherited patriarchal reading of the Qur’anic text through the use
of Western methodologies, particularly hermeneutics, in order to distinguish
between what is universal and what is context-specific. It also highlights the
concept of “gender” as an analytical tool employed by feminist discourse to
advance arguments rejecting biological differences as a legitimate basis for
determining social roles, considering such roles instead to be culturally
constructed. The study applies this perspective to three Qur’anic issues that have
constituted central points of debate within feminist discourse: guardianship
(qiwamah), hijab, and polygamy. In conclusion, the study presents a critical
evaluation of this trend in light of the problem of dependence on Western
centrality and the historicization of the Qur’anic text, which may potentially lead
to the suspension of religious rulings. It also addresses the elitist nature of these
studies, which has distanced them from the lived reality and concerns of the
wider Muslim community.
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