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Abstract : The literal meaning of legal terms is fundamental to understanding the texts upon
which administrative judges rely when adjudicating disputes. The clarity or ambiguity of a
term determines the extent of the judge's discretionary power in deriving a ruling. While the
law grants the judge the freedom to determine the meaning closest to the legislator's intent,
this freedom remains subject to the oversight of the higher administrative court, which
verifies the soundness of this derivation and its consistency with the principles of
interpretation and rules of semantics. This research aims to clarify the nature of legal term
interpretation in administrative courts, define the scope of discretion available to the judge
when dealing with textual and apparent meaning, and explain the limits of judicial review of
this assessment, based on and analyzing Iraqi and French judicial applications. The study's

significance lies in revealing the impact of literal meaning on the validity of judicial rulings
and the stability of legal positions.
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