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ey Abstract:

: This study deals with the analysis of texts in a critical analysis based on
> unraveling the conflict of the utopia and dystopia dichotomy according
;, to the method of cultural criticism, which does not look for aesthetics in
- texts but rather for what lies behind those texts as a cultural phenomenon.
3 The study aims to focus on revealing the evasion of literary texts of that
PAN dichotomy, and what those literary texts aim for, revealing the reality of
: the illusion of utopia represented by the dream of salvation from what is
~—

lost. In this novel specifically, the longing for the lost past and reviving its

memory in a way that judges illusions with an ideology that turns those
imaginary utopias into realistic nightmares that the writer himself and his
people live through, i.e., “salvation through imagination,” which is a field
(for the ideal city). Dystopia, however, requires no interpretation or im-—
agination; it is a tangible reality. A people akin to a lifeless, dismembered
body, beyond repair, has transformed Mesopotamia, the land of civiliza—
tions, into a barren, uninhabitable desert. Thisis due to policies of violence,
fragmentation, and political conflict, creating a reality that represents a
«corrupt city.» While utopia may seem idealistic, this study reveals what
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lies unspoken behind those texts. Dystopia is not merely an illusion or ex—
aggeration to expose flaws; it is an existing reality. The study focuses on
highlighting the elements of power and centralized hegemony through
the imposition of authority and its dominance, manifested in corruption,
wars, and devastation, ultimately creating a dy... The Iraqi writer Shaker
Al-Anbaris work was an advanced model for studying this dialectic. The
study is divided into an introduction to framing the concepts of utopia

and dystopia, and the manifestations of utopia and dystopia between real- ?
ity and illusion in the novel. The first section was represented in the illu- "_
sion of utopia as a safe haven for memory, and the utopia of the beautiful 3
past, as well as poetry as a utopian act. The second section was about the :?‘
reality of dystopia: the body and the shattered city, and finally the narra— Y):
tive paradox and the dialectic of the conflict between illusion and reality, Q
and a conclusion to the research, then a list of sources. 2
Keywords: novel, utopia, dystopia, illusion, reality, ideal city, corrupt city. >
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