Journal of Historical and Cultural Studies, Vol.17, No. (70), (2026): 372 — 393
DOI: https://doi.org/10.25130/jhcs.17.70.19.2026

A cudcomekdmctdn O

L @ A JHCS
e IRROI ~/ R ] g ||
wﬂa-ﬂs;.wjﬂwww Academic Scientific Journals i ) Aot ¥l
™ il ) ddaa
‘ ~ Journal of historical & cultural studies T A
L NP B Print - ISSN: 20231116 & Online - ISSN: 88192663 Ay
e 4y baally

Journal Homepage:

T <

httES://ias'!.rdd.edu.i9/'!ournals/'!ournallview/396

*Researcher Name(1): Assistant Lecturer- Emad
Talafah Mohammed

*Work Aadrees. Tikrit University - College of
Education for Women - Modern and
Contemporary History - Arab World

*Email: emad.tifah@tu.edu.iq

The Economic Conditions in Tunisia
During the Years of the Global Economic
Crisis (1929-1933)

Abstract:

This  study focuses on examining the economic

- Global economic crisis,

- Tunisia 1929-1933,

- colonial economy,

- French policies,

- social and economic impact.

Article Information:

transformations in Tunisia during the years of the global
economic  crisis  (1929-1933), under the French
protectorate and Tunisia’s dependence on foreign markets,
and the resulting disruptions in production, trade, and
social conditions. The research problem revolves around
understanding the extent to which the crisis affected local
economic structures and the nature of the policies adopted
by the Protectorate authorities to address it, particularly
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since these policies primarily aimed at protecting colonial
Interests without providing actual support to small farmers
and workers. The significance of the study lies in
highlighting a pivotal stage in Tunisian economic history,
understanding the nature of the economy during the
protectorate period and the limits of its independence,
clarifying the crisis’s impact on social structures, and
revealing popular discontent, as well as illustrating how
colonial policies deepened economic disparities and shed
light on the relationship between economic crises and
social and national awareness. The study’s objectives
include analyzing the manifestations of the economic crisis
in Tunisia, determining its impact on key economic sectors
such as agriculture and trade, examining its social
repercussions, clarifying the economic and financial
policies implemented by the Protectorate authoritfes, and
providing a historical perspective specific to the Tunisian

experience compared to the global economic context. The
research methodology relies on a historical-analytical and
descriptive approach, tracing economic events within their
temporal and political context and reviewing official data
and contemporary newspapers. The study yielded key
findings, including a significant decline in agricultural
production, stagnation In domestic and foreign trade,
rising unemployment and deteriorating living standards,
emergence of popular unrest, and the short-sightedness of
French policies in addressing the crisis. To mitigate the
effects of future crises, the study recommends diversifying
local production, developing the industrial sector,
establishing comprehensive financial and social support
mechanisms for farmers and workers, improving
transportation and marketing networks, and strengthening
societal awareness and independent economic policies.
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