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Abstract

Environmental disputes are not a recent phenomenon, especially when
environmental damage is uncontrollable or uncontrollable. We exclude here
changes that occur in the environment due to natural disasters. Environmental
pollution caused by states, regardless of their justification for committing it, is
subject to the responsibility of the resulting damages according to the rules of
international law. By environmental pollution, we mean the state undertaking
activities and actions without considering the optimal exploitation of the
environment (land, sea, and air) without harming others, based on the principle of
sovereignty over natural resources. However, when these activities are
transboundary and cause pollution to any other state, then environmental conflict
arises. The research also highlighted the most important agreements and general
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principles of international environmental law and their role in addressing
transboundary pollution and stating the obligations of states towards
transboundary environmental damage. International courts play an undeniable role
in strengthening the rules of international law in general and the rules of
international environmental law in particular through their resolution of
environmental disputes, whether through a judicial ruling or by providing advisory
opinions. As illustrated in the practical examples, despite the significant role
played by international courts, they have not escaped criticism regarding their
jurisdiction or their failure to impose penalties, often limiting themselves to
awarding compensation and halting the activity or project, based on the evidence
presented.

Keywords: Environmental disputes, transboundary environmental damage,
environmental pollution, international courts, practical applications.
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