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Abstract

This study offers a sophisticated historical and
socio-political analysis of the public health landscape
in Iran under the Qajar dynasty (1796-1925), a
pivotal period defined by the profound tension
between deeply rooted medical traditions and the
onset of modern Western transformation. The
research investigates the precarfous sanitary and
environmental conditions of the era, characterized by
a fragile urban and aquatic infrastructure that
rendered Persian society vulnerable to devastating,
cyclical outbreaks of cholera, plague, smallpox, and
the 1918 Spanish influenza. These epidemics are
examined not merely as clinical phenomena, but as
socio-political  catalysts  that  exposed  the
adaministrative and structural limitations of the Qajar
State.

Furthermore, the study scrutinizes the evolution of
institutional health policies, tracing the transition
from rudimentary, fatalistic traditional practices to
the institutionalization of modern medicine. It
highlights the influence of European diplomatic
encounters, the imposition of quarantine measures
(Quarantina), and the fundamental role of the "Dar
al-Funun” school in reforming medical education and
introducing clinical anatomy. Central to this analysis
is the formation of the "Sanitary Council” (Majles-e
Hefz-e Sehheh) and the eventual establishment of the
Pasteur Institute in 1920. The research concludes that
the public health crises in Qajar Iran served as a
critical mirror reflecting the broader struggle for
modernization, where the fight against contagion
became an inadvertent driver for structural, legal,
and administrative reform within the modern Iranian
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(Ebrahimnejad, 2004, pp. 1-263)
(Afkhami, 2009., pp. 104-111).
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(Shirbache et al., 2024., p. 1)
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(Azizi & Azizi, 2010., pp. 51-55)
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(Azizi & Azizi, 2010, pp. 51-55)
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