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Abstract
This study investigates the structural shifts in U.S.—Mexico relations from
1981 to 1988, focusing on the complex interplay between border security,
irregular migration, and narcotics trafficking. The study posits that bilateral
relations transitioned from ‘'traditional crisis management' toward a
"legislative securitization" model, where these issues were integrated into a
unified national security framework. Utilizing a historical-analytical
approach to deconstruct official documents and Congressional hearing
transcripts, the research concludes that the 1982 Mexican debt crisis and
the 1985 "Camarena" incident were the primary catalysts for redefining the
border as a strictly securitized zone. Furthermore, the study demonstrates
a significant shift in decision—-making power from presidential diplomacy to
the U.S. Congress, institutionalizing American oversight through the
"Annual Certification" mechanism and the 1986 federal statutes.
Keywords: U.S.—Mexico Relations, Border Securitization, Legislative

Sovereignty, IRCA 1986, Narcotics Trafficking, U.S. Congress.
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