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Abstract:

The enlightened and progressive segment of Tunisian
soclety realized that the advancement of the country could
only be achieved by improving the status of Tunisian
women. This required liberating them from their long
period of stagnation and isolation, and ensuring equal
opportunities between them and men, as women are the
cornerstone of achieving comprehensive national
development. Improving the status of women would
contribute to raising the level of economic growth,
strengthening social stability, and improving the levels of

culture, education, and health in the country.

However, the /lack of equal opportunities, the
marginalization of women, their subjugation to outdated
social customs and traditions, and their weak political and
economic participation have negatively impacted the
country in terms of development, social justice, and
economic well-being. Women's representation in Tunisia
during the period under study, from independence in 1956
until 2004, was not genuine and at the required level,
despite all the privileges they gained after the
promulgation of the Personal Status Code. The
implementation of these measures tended to be merely
formal or symbolic, rather than substantive. Women's
freedom and political and diplomatic representation were
used as a facade to present the regimes as democratic,
without women possessing any real power or clear political
influence.
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