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Abstract:

This research aims to examine the international protection of the Arabic
language in light of public international law, by analyzing the legal framework
governing the status of Arabic in international organizations and treaties, and
assessing the extent of its recognition as an official language within the United
Nations system and regional bodies. The study also identifies the main

challenges facing the language and explores future prospects for strengthening
its legal and institutional presence internationally.
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The importance of this research lies in the fact that the Arabic language is not
merely a means of communication but represents one of the most significant
elements of the cultural and civilizational identity of the Arab nation. It also
serves as a vessel for knowledge and human values that have contributed to
shaping global civilization. Nevertheless, the Arabic language faces increasing
challenges in the context of globalization and linguistic, cultural, and
technological dominance.

The study relies on a comparative analytical approach by examining
international legal texts and relevant treaties, such as the United Nations Charter
and UNESCO’s 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the
Diversity of Cultural Expressions. It also reviews the positions of international
and regional organizations regarding Arabic as a working or official language.
The research further investigates the reasons behind the weaknesses of national
policies in supporting Arabic and proposes a set of legal and institutional
mechanisms to enhance its status at both international and national levels.

The research concludes that the international protection of the Arabic language
remains limited and fragmented, and that its enhancement requires the activation
of cultural and linguistic international law instruments, as well as the adoption
of supportive educational and technological policies that ensure the integration
of Arabic into the global digital sphere, thereby consolidating its presence as a
global language with established legal and cultural status.

Keywords: International protection of the Arabic language, public international
law, cultural and linguistic diversity, globalization and linguistic dominance.
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UNESCO, Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, Paris, 20 October
2005, Preamble and Articles 1-3.
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ALECSO (Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization), Future Vision for Arabic Language Policies
in the Arab World, Tunis, 2021.
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UNESCO, World Atlas of Languages, 2022.

(2) United Nations General Assembly, Resolution 3190 (XXVIII), “Inclusion of Arabic among the official and
working languages of the General Assembly and its Main Committees,” adopted 18 December 1973.

The resolution marked a milestone in linguistic diplomacy by officially recognizing Arabic as one of the six official
UN languages. It was followed by a gradual extension to other UN bodies, reflecting both political and cultural
acknowledgment of the Arab world’s global significance.

(3) UNESCO, World Report on Cultural Diversity: Investing in Cultural Diversity and Intercultural Dialogue, Paris,
2009, p. 87. The report emphasizes that linguistic diversity is “an essential component of cultural diversity” and that
multilingualism within international organizations enhances cultural equity and democratic participation.

(4) UNESCO, “World Arabic Language Day,” Official Website, available at:
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/arabic-language The celebration of Arabic Language Day each year serves as both
a symbolic and practical reminder of the language’s importance to world heritage and intercultural understanding.
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(1) David Crystal, Language Death (Cambridge University Press, 2000), 45-48. Crystal explains that linguistic
hegemony in international organizations often leads to the marginalization of other official languages, including
Arabic, unless sustained institutional policies are implemented to ensure equality of use.
lellee | 8 Ayl alasinly clabial) a5l dalial sanial) ad) 3 cje g5id dape ol e Ayl Zall) Jys® ) dagliin) se i (Y)
Aapall Jeldl) Jial) glecal A pall ilisall (8 Cual) Galalall Capiy dani by uanlly asis cRaans))

-l Al i
League of Arab States, Arab Strategy for the Promotion of the Arabic Language in International and Regional
Organizations, Cairo, 2020.
(3) Abdalla Uba Adamu Elimam, “Language Policy and Planning in the Arab World: Challenges and Prospects,”
Arab World English Journal 9, no. 4 (2018): 345-347. (The author analyzes Arab states’ fragmented language
policies and stresses the need for national planning mechanisms.)
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(1) Ibid., 347.

(2) ALECSO (Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization), Strategy for the Promotion of the
Arabic Language 2018-2030 (Tunis: ALECSO, 2018), 12-14. (An official regional document setting out a roadmap
for integrating Arabic into national education systems.)

(3) Ibid., 15.

(4) UNESCO, The Arab States Report on Language and Education: Challenges and Reforms (Paris: UNESCO,
2016), 22-25. (UNESCO emphasizes linking cultural and educational policies to protect linguistic diversity.)

(5) Ibid., 27.

(6) Fernand de Varennes, “Language Rights as Human Rights: A New Approach,” Human Rights Law Review 3, no.
2 (2003): 249-250.
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(1) ALECSO, Strategy for the Promotion of the Arabic Language 2018-2030, 31.

(Short form used here, as the same source appeared earlier but not immediately preceding this note).

(2) UNESCO, World Report on Cultural Diversity and Linguistic Rights in the Digital Era (Paris: UNESCO
Publishing, 2019), 41-43.

(3) David Crystal, Language and the Internet (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), 24.
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(1) ALECSO, Strategy for the Promotion of the Arabic Language 2018-2030 (Tunis: ALECSO, 2018), 52-53.

(2) Ibid., 55.

(3) UNESCO, Guidelines on Digital Learning and Linguistic Inclusion (Paris: UNESCO, 2020), 17.

(4) League of Arab States, Arab Strategy for Digital Transformation and Knowledge Economy 2022-2030 (Cairo:
LAS Publications, 2022), 38-40.
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“Arabic digital content is not only a linguistic necessity, but also a cultural right
for Arab-speaking communities in the information society.”®
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(1) Mohamed Al-Khidir, “The State of Arabic Digital Content: Challenges and Opportunities,” Journal of Arab
Information Studies 7, no. 1 (2020): 19-22.

(2) Nadine Ibrahim, “Arabic in the Digital Sphere: Between Presence and Marginalization,” Global Media Journal
12, no. 3 (2021): 101.

(3) United Nations, Sustainable Development Goals Report 2023 (New York: UN, 2023), 89-91.
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