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Abstract
The Umayyad era witnessed a pivotal and radical transformation in Islamic

history; ambition was no longer confined to the limits of a" continental

state 'relying for its expansion and protection on the hooves of conquest
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horses on land. Instead, it launched toward the horizons of an" imperial
state 'that recognized global sovereignty is only completed by mastering
the seas. The construction of the Islamic fleet at that time was not merely
a military necessity dictated by chance, but rather the result of a long-
term strategic vision adopted by the Umayyad caliphs, led by Muawiya ibn
Abi Sufyan. He early on foresaw that
protecting the heart of Islam in the Levant and Egypt could not be
achieved without breaking the thorn of the dominant Byzantine naval
power.

The Umayyad understanding deepened that the Mediterranean was the
'heart of the ancient world" and its vital lifeblood; therefore, naval
sovereignty was not a political luxury, but an existential necessity. From
this perspective, plans were devised to seize control of "vital corridors" and
islands that served as advanced bases in the open sea, such as Cyprus,
Rhodes, and Arwad. These islands acted as 'floating fortresses" and
reconnaissance outposts, enabling the Muslim fleet to shift the first line of
defense far from Islamic shores. This effectively put an end to the sudden
Byzantine raids that had long terrorized the coastal frontiers (Thughur).

This strategic shift prompted the Umayyad state to exploit human and
material resources along the coasts of the Levant and Egypt, where
shipyards (Dar al-Sina'a) were established in Acre, Rawda, and Tunis.
Local maritime expertise was utilized and fused into the crucible of Islamic
military genius. The Umayyads realized that the Mediterranean was the
'heart of the ancient world," and that controlling its vital corridors and
strategic islands, such as Cyprus and Rhodes, was the only way to secure
the state's borders from sudden raids.This matter did not stop at defense;
the fleet transformed into a striking offensive force, manifested in the
'Battle of the Masts" (Dhat al-Sawari), which served as the birth certificate
of Islamic naval sovereignty. This historical turn toward the sea did not

only change the military map but also opened doors for commercial and
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cultural exchange across the Mediterranean. Thus, the Umayyad fleet
became a bridge through which Islamic civilization crossed toward
globalism, confirming that a state's strength and the independence of its
political decision are closely linked to its ability to impose its will over the
waves just as it does over the sands
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