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Scientific Research as a Proactive Tool in Countering
Extremism and Terrorism: A Study of Selected Models
Assist. Prof. Dr. Abdul Karim Kadhim Ajeel

Abstract:

In light of the escalating phenomenon of violent extremism and the
evolving nature of terrorist threats, this study explores the role of
scientific research as a proactive tool in countering radicalization
and terrorism. It argues that traditional security—based responses
are no longer sufficient and thautilize multidisciplinary analytical
approach is required to understand and disrupt the underlying
dynamics of extremist behavior.

Drawing on psychological, sociological, political, digital, and
environmental frameworks, the research analyzes key models of
radicalization—such as McCauley and Moskalenko’s “group
dynamics” model—and incorporates recent data on digital
recruitment, identity fragility, and algorithmic manipulation by
extremist networks. The study also critically examines regional
preventive programs, including the “Etidal Center” in Saudi Arabia
and “Takwine” in Morocco, as examples of localized, evidence-

based interventions.
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