Journal of Historical and Cultural Studies, Vol.0, No. (00), (0000): 1 - 10

DOI:
0 sl JHCS
IRROI e el il |
Academic Scientific Journals e — A A ) S
Q\.ub.m 3..‘.;;:
Journal of historical & cultural studies L
Print - ISSN: 20231116 & Online - ISSN: 88192663 AUl

Journal Homepage:
https://iasj.rdd.edu.ig/journals/journal/view/396

ay Laal) g

*1Name of The Researcher: Juma Abdullah
Yassin

Degree. Assistant Professor Dr.

Scientific Specialization: History

Place of Work: Kirkuk University

The Sawad Land and Its
Economic Role in
Supporting the Abbasid
Caliphate

Key Words:

- Blackness -Abbasid caliphate-Islamic
economy-Kharaj -agriculture

Article Information:

Received: 5/5/2026

Received in revised form:20/5/2026
Accepted:24/5/2026

Final Proofreading:13/5/2026

Published:18/6/2026

Information of the corresponding researcher:

©THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY
ILICENSE. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Abstract:

This study examines the pivotal economic role of
the Sawad region in supporting the Abbasid Caliphate, as
one of the most significant agricultural provinces in the
Islamic world. The region was distinguished by its fertile
soil and abundant water resources, which made it a central
hub for agricultural production and a primary source of
land tax (khardj) revenues that financed state
institutions.The research aims to analyze the natural and
human factors that contributed to agricultural prosperity,
highlighting the advanced irrigation systems that received
considerable attention from the Abbasid state. It also
explores the role of urban centers in marketing agricultural
surplus and stimulating commercial activity. Furthermore,
the study addresses the kharaj system as a fundamental
pillar of the Abbasid economy, focusing on its
organization, development, and associated fiscal
policies.The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology based on examining and comparing historical
sources to achieve an accurate understanding of the
economic role of the Sawad region. The findings
demonstrate that the integration of agriculture, irrigation
infrastructure, fiscal organization, and trade within this
region was a decisive factor in strengthening the Abbasid
state and ensuring its political and economic stability.

The study highlights the emergence of the UDF as a broad
coalition that unified various opposition forces,
transforming fragmented resistance into a coordinated mass
movement. It examines the UDF’s role in mass
mobilization, grassroots organization, and its contribution
to intensifying political pressure on the apartheid regime.

The research further analyzes the transition period between
1989 and 1991, during which South Africa experienced
significant political changes, including negotiations and the
gradual dismantling of apartheid structures.
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