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Abstract:

This study aims at investigating the impact of
reviving the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo and its
role in managing Mamluk-llkhan conflict,
focusing on utilizing the Caliphate militarily,
legitimately and diplomatically. After Baghdad's
fall (656 AH/1258 AD) to the Mongols and the
Abbasid Caliph was killed, the Islamic world
witnessed a political vacuum represented by the
absence of the Caliphate. Still, the Mamluk
Sultanate revived the Caliphate to be a tool to
gain the legitimacy against the llkhan Mongols.
The study attempts to illustrate the impact of
reviving the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo and
utilizing it in the Mamluk-llkhan conflict. The
study starts with an overview of the key motives
that led the Abbasid Caliphate to be revived in
Cairo at the hands of Sultan Baybars. Then, it
deals with how the Caliphate was employed in
the management of the military conflict
concerning either its direct participation in the
battles or its legitimate discourse. Moreover, it
also deals with how the Caliphate was exploited
diplomatically in the conflict management,
especially after the llkhans tried to reframe their
position after embracing Islam, giving the
conflict a legitimate dimension beyond the
military one. Finally, it sheds light on the
scientific impact due to the employment of the
Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo.
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