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Abstract:        
  This research provides a historical and 

institutional study of the office of "Sahib al-Tabi" 

(The Keeper of the Seal) in the Regency of Tunis 

from 1782 to 1837, a period that witnessed a 

radical transformation in the structure of the 

Husaynid power. The study traces the historical 

roots and evolution of this office from a 

technical, bureaucratic task centered on 

safeguarding royal seals and decrees into a 

dominant political, military, and economic 

institution that formed the executive backbone of 

the state, particularly with the rise of the 

"Mamluk" elite of European and Caucasian 

origins. Furthermore, the research highlights the 

diplomatic and military roles of Sahib al-Tabi in 

managing regional crises, negotiating with 

European consuls, and wielding financial 

influence through monopolizing tax-farming 

(Lizam), overseeing the mint (Dar al-Darb), and 

accumulating private wealth, which materialized 

into landmark architectural complexes and 

religious endowments (Awqaf) such as the 

Halfaouine Complex. Finally, the study examines 

the decline of this office due to internal 

assassinations and liquidations among the 

Mamluks, culminating in its complete 

marginalization and transformation into a 

ceremonial, protocol-based role in 1837 under 

the administrative and military reforms of Mushir 

Ahmad Bey, who dismantled traditional powers 

in favor of modern centralized ministries.                                  
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 (.90–11، ص ص. 4؛ ج. 711–091، ص ص. 3، ج. 0991)بن أبي الضياف،. )

( Valensi, L. 1977, pp. 91–118). 

 (.039–070، ص ص. 0999)بن عاشور،. 


