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Abstract:-

Death has always been one of the
most prominent issues occupying a vast
space in human thought, as it
represents the end of life for everyone
living in this world - especially since it
is in direct contact with the living. The
poet Murtadha Al-Tamimi is a
contemporary Iraqi poet, born in the
city of Diwaniyah, Iraq , and is known
for his patriotic and emotional poetry
that reflects the concerns of Iraqi
society and its history. In his
collection Eighty Tons of Absence , Al-
Tamimi writes with "a surgeon’s
scalpel,” not the pen of a traditional
poet. The collection is a cry against
oblivion, employing a style that rejects
embellishment, relying instead on the
intensification of pain and death in
images that linger in the mind. This is
what we find in Al-Tamimi’s Eighty
Tons of Absence—a parallel trajectory
to the image of life in nearly all poetry.
The lover’s life is contingent upon the
beloved’s gaze, held captive by
separation and abandonment , while the
ascetic’s life is tied to the concept of
death , viewing worldly life as a
vehicle to a better, everlasting
existence. The death of a knight,
warrior, or martyr glorifies their
heroism and chivalry in life. Thus,
death is only spoken of in direct
relation to life. Death is twofold: death
within life and death after life. If the
lover speaks of their own death, the
mourner speaks of the death of a loved
one, and the ascetic speaks of the death
of humanity.

Key words: Contemporary Iraqi
poetry, death, life, Murtadha Al-
Tamimi, Eighty Tons of Absence.
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