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Measuring Iraqgi Public Awareness of Misinformation on Social Media
Dr. Khodhr Alyaas Nahed Lafta

College of Applied Arts / Middle Technical University / Baghdad / Iraq
E-mail: khudair.alyas@mtu.edu.iq

Abstract:

This research aims to measure the level of awareness among the Iraqi public
regarding news published on social media platforms as a source of information and

the spread of potentially misleading news in the digital media environment.

This research is based on media dependency theory as an explanatory
framework for the relationship between the medium and the receiving audience. It
rests on the main assumption that increased reliance on digital platforms contributes
to a higher level of exposure to and cognitive and behavioral impact from misleading
news. This is coupled with the assumption of a potential protective role for media

literacy among the public, which could contribute to reducing these impacts.

The research employed a descriptive—analytical approach and used a
questionnaire as the data collection tool. Additionally, a five—dimensional scale was
designed to measure the level of media dependency, the degree of exposure to
misleading news, the resulting cognitive and behavioral effects, and the level of

media literacy among the respondents.
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The research concluded that understanding the dynamics of misinformation
dissemination within the framework of media dependency theory is essential, as it
provides a suitable analytical framework. It recommended integrating media literacy
into school curricula and strengthening the presence of professional media
institutions on digital platforms. Addressing the phenomenon of misinformation
requires a comprehensive approach that goes beyond technical and organizational
solutions to include enhancing media literacy and developing professional
communication strategies capable of rebuilding trust between the public and media

institutions.

Keywords: Misinformation/Social Media Platforms/Digital Media/News
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