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Abstract:

A male has names and attributes by which he is identified at different
stages of his life, beginning with infancy and ending with old age, such as
“child,” “youth,” and “elder.” According to his circumstances, he may be
described as “orphan,” “widower,” or otherwise; and in terms of social roles,
he is known as “husband” or “father.” The same applies to the female. The
Qur’an addresses these names and attributes for both male and female in
numerous and varied contexts. Commentators of the Qur’an have defined these
terms with precise boundaries, as they entail corresponding rights and duties.
This study aims to clarify the semantic implications of these names and
attributes for males and females according to the contexts in which they occur
in the Qur’an.
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