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The Significance of Ellipsis in the Ancient Hebrew Text
A Stylistic and Rhetorical Study
Dr. Inaam Nadeem Lababeedi
Halab University -College of Arts and Humanities. Syria
Abstract

Keywor ds Ellipsis is considered one of the most prominent stylistic phenomena in ancient
Ellipsis Hebrew texts. It is not understood merely as the absence of a grammatical element;
Ancient Hebrew Text rather, it is employed as a deliberate rhetorical device that contributes to intensifying
Stylistics meaning and creating a psychological and spiritual effect on the recipient. The positions
Rhetoric of ellipsis vary among the verb, subject, object, and predicate, leaving a semantic gap

that is filled by context or inferred from clues, thereby generating suspense, awe, or a
focus on the final outcome. “Ellipsis is not a grammatical flaw, but a rhetorical device
that enhances rhythm and theological focus, as it highlights what remains of the text and
grants it greater weight,” thus amplifying its psychological and spiritual impact. Studying
this phenomenon according to the descriptive-analytical method reveals the depth of the
stylistic structure of sacred texts and shows how ellipsis is employed as a rhetorical tool
to intensify significance and highlight meaning. The study relied on collecting examples
found in the Old Testament and analyzing them linguistically and rhetorically,
identifying the position of ellipsis (verb, subject, object, predicate) and clarifying its
stylistic significance. The focus was placed on the Hebrew text itself without external
comparisons, in order to highlight the specificity of the phenomenon within its original

structure.
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